
 

Unit of work 
The Ancient Egyptians  

Year group 
3 

Prior learning 
 

 Egypt is a country in the continent of Africa. 
 The climate of Egypt is different to that of the UK.  
 Human and physical geographical features of 

Egypt. 
 What life was like in Stone Age Britain. 

 

National Curriculum 
The achievements of the earliest 
civilisations.  
 
 
 
 
 Knowledge/ Skills 

 
Describe how Egyptian artefacts and ruins tell us 
about their culture, and religious beliefs.  
Describe what Egyptian life was like for different 
groups of people.  
Describe how the Egyptian society has had an impact 
on modern society.  
Describe why people chose to settle in certain areas 
in ancient Egypt.  
Compare what was happening in the Egyptian 
civilisation with what was happening in Britain at the 
same time. Compare aspects of life such as 
achievements, society, beliefs, and architecture. 
 Present what you know about the Egyptians using a 
variety of skills (e.g. Geography, English, Maths, 
Computing, etc)  
Use appropriate vocabulary to communicate about 
the Egyptians. 
The Nile was important because it provided water for 
crops but also fertile soil - this means that people 
settled near the banks of the Nile as it was considered 
a prime location. They were among the first 
civilisations to use irrigation systems.  
 The Nile also provided mud for bricks and pots, 
opportunities for fishing, papyrus reeds and a key 
means of transport. 
  We know about ancient Egyptian life because of 
evidence such as the pyramids, the artefacts that were 
found there and methods of communications such as 
the use of hieroglyphics and papyrus rolls.  
 Egyptian society was very hierarchical - this means 
that some groups of people were deemed more 
important than others. Each group had a different role 
to play in Egyptian society. 
  Mummification was the process of preserving a 
body - this process was very important to the 
Egyptians as they believed this would prepare the 
body for their journey into the afterlife.  
 The bodies of important people, such as pharaohs, 
were placed in these pyramids, which were built as 
tombs. 
  Religion was very important in Ancient Egypt. They 
were polytheists - they believed in different gods and 
goddesses that were in charge of different parts of 
their lives. These were called deities. 
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Vocabulary and definitions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Significant people – Howard Carter 

 
 Howard Carter  
 
 
 

Timeline 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


